
Chester Planning Task Force Meeting Notes 

3/29/18 

Attendees: Jenny Kitsen, Historical Society; Mike Abramson, Parks & Rec Commission; Edward Ward, 
WPCA; Michael Sanders, Planning & Zoning Commission; Sally Murray, Planning & Zoning Commission; 
Tom Brelsford, Cedar Lake Watershed Commission; Susan Wright, EDC; Dennis Tovey, Library Trustee; 
Karin Badger, Library Trustee; William Meyers, Land Trust; Terry Schreiber, Library Trustee; Chris 
Hayward, Cedar Lake Watershed Commission; Mark Borton, ZBA; Lauren Gister, First Selectwoman; 
David Fitzgibbons, Board of Ed; John Stack Board of Ed; Dawn Parker, Housing Connection, Inc.; Rebecca 
Augur, MMI; Scott Schilt, MMI 

 

Community Workshops 
Discussed themes that emerged from community workshops in March   
 The combined turnout of 50-60 people at both workshops was discussed - not a representative 

sample of the community.  Additional outreach strategies mentioned included: 
o Turning the workshop exercises into mini-surveys for on-line distribution to get 

additional input 
o Activities and promotions during the Duck Race at the end of April 
o Work through student groups for outreach and input 
o It was noted that the participation reflects that of the preparation of the POCD in 2009, 

and many of the participants have remained the same. Need to generate more 
involvement by others. 

Parks and Open Space 
• Discussion included activities by the Parks and Rec. Department, and space limitations for 

activities, but, overall, services are meeting demands given available resources 
• Many athletic leagues are regional 
• A group has approached the Town for use of the field at North Quarter Park for lacrosse 
• Improvements to North Quarter Park have been piece-meal, and there are concerns about 

deferred maintenance (some improvements have been deferred pending outcome of the 
combined library/ park plan). There have been some playground improvements, but more is 
needed for landscaping and play spaces.  

Municipal Facilities 
 The Library now has a small room in the basement that is available for meetings. 
 Because the Library is a key issue, it will be discussed separately as a stand-alone topic at an 

upcoming task force meeting 
 Installation of solar panels at Chester Elementary School will be on-going through the summer of 

2018; a total of 440 panels will be installed. 
 Sewer extension to Aaron Manor is not proposed. The owners have approached the Town, given 

current order by DEEP, but no plans have been provided for further discussion; the facility would 
have to pay for the extension. 



 The Meeting House should be promoted as a beautiful, useful and structurally sound building.  
The site is a great amenity, and open for use, but is not suitable for more active uses due to its 
historic nature. 

River Resources/Harbor Management Plan 
• Parker’s Point- a removable dock has been suggested to better facilitate boat launching, 

although there are concerns about use by non-residents and resulting lack of space for 
residents 

• Questions about a property, and ownership, of approximately five-acres on north side of 
Chester Creek Overlook; site appears to be used for dredged materials.  Is it feasible for 
public use? 

• A picnic area has been installed on the north side of the ferry landing.  Is the site on private 
property? 

Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 
• Town Hall is not on a generator. 

Environmental Constraints 
• More discussion will take place at the next Task Force meeting in April, and will be tied to 

discussion on Economic Development. 

Vision Statement 
• The following ideas were proposed for inclusion in a Vision Statement for the POCD.  MMI 

will send examples, and will prepare a draft Statement for review during the next Task Force 
meeting.  Participants were asked to check with their respective boards and commissions for 
input and ideas. 

o Balance of sophistication of cultural offerings and respect for historic assets and 
traditional values 

o Strong sense of community 
o Welcoming residents 
o Economically sustainable 
o Quirky character 
o Cultural Character/Creativity 
o Vibrancy 
o Honors past generations, enable current generations to thrive, allows future 

generations to thrive. 
 
Next Steps 

 Dates for upcoming Planning Task Force meetings; all at 6:30pm in the Community Room in 
Town Hall: 

o April 26 
o May 31. 

 


